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found relief in  the  argument that  God   is   no
deceiver, and consequently cannot permit error in
the foundations of human belief.    So he might
safely infer the truth of nature's dictates.    This
was   put   by   Descartes   as   an   inference.      It
seemed to involve a circular fallacy.    Suspected
I faculties in a suspected universe cannot be trusted
' to   demonstrate   the   goodness   of  the   Supreme
i Power.    Not seeing my way here, I continued to
adhere to the other maxim of Descartes already
mentioned.   I accepted provisionally inherited con-
victions, and adjourned the endeavour to justify
to reason my faith in the moral trustworthiness
of the Power that is universally at work.

In this and the four following years I looked
much to Chalmers 'for light on the founda-
tion of our beliefs, especially those involved in
natural theism and Christian theology. Two men
more remarkable than Hamilton and Chalmers
have never, I suppose, occupied chairs simultane-
ously in a Scottish university. Hamilton was
perhaps the 'most learned Scot that ever lived;
he was also able to resolve abstract principles into
their consequences, and to redargue objections,
with, the elaborating subtlety of a medieval School-s by then the end of October.     Its  popula-
